£>rlcrt Commtllcc on Sf^assinnfi'ontf 
<U.g>. J.OonSc of Hcprcsmtatibrs 

Washington. D.o. 205JS 

March 9, 1977 


The Honorable Griffin B. Bell 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 
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± appreciate the opportunity to it 
propose to discuss the following items: 


with you and 


io no 1 To continue even a threshhold investigation it 

• Lf L zs: shssas. 

.im P adi me ^s e ?o e ^ ™;tI°?iL? PPre0iate y ° Ur rem ° vin9 an * 

l>- ;> 1 Staff s^tw 5 thG P J ; ocedur< ’ s for security clearances of our 
^ at & appro^il?e m 3oe.° btain 300635 t0 Cl * SSlfied -terials 


_ . ^ Certain materials are extremely vital which are 

FeSerS Buiea the t C r t0d I-° f ^ Justice Department and the 
tion int^ gatl0n ' P er taining to the investiga- 

tion into the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Accordina- 

with thp°f 1 ? 1 re ? pec t fl f lly request that you provide our staff 
v/ itn the following information: 


n l<- & Reports, memoranda, statements, etc. 

concerning Miami Police Intelligence and 
WILLIE AUGUSTUS SOMERSETT 


6*-' J°y Prison records, arrest records, reports, 
memoranda, statements, etc. concerning 
JOHN LARRY RAY 
a/k/a Johnny Larry Ray 
dob 2/14/1931 


f"’ 1 *' c) Prison records, arrest records, reports, 
memoranda, statements, etc. concerning 
GERALD RAY 
a/k/a Jerry W. Ray 
dob 7/16/1935 


A & * a5 



Page Two 


kV-s Reports, memoranda, etc. on JAMES EARL RAY 

concerning: 

(1) Automobile licensing, 

(2) Automobile insurance, 

(3) ' Driver's licensing, 

(4) Birmingham bank safety deposit box, 

(5) Louisiana Department of Motor Vehicles 

(6) Investigation of Canadian movements 
and whereabouts , 

(7) Investigation of • Can.adian passports. 




Report of the Department of Justice Task Force 
to review the FBI Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Security and Assassination Investigations — 
Appendix B - Interview Memoranda. 
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Most urgently, I request that any and all 
information in the possession of both afore- 
mentioned agencies with respect to the following 
names or any variations of these names be made 
available to the Committee as soon as possible: 


JAMES ROSE 
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The Select Committee is aware that the Bureau's 
MURKIN files contain most of the investigative 
data related to the King assassination. Never- 
theless, we solicit your cooperation in assuring 
that the agency's response to the aforementioned 
requests will include all information in any 
additional files, here in Washington or in the 
Bureau's field offices. 

I respectfully request that any and all indices 
in the possession of the Bureau or the Justice 
Department | s Task Force related to the King 
assassination be made available to the Select 
Committee . 
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Investigations. y security and Assassination 

I thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation. 

Sinc^pe-ly , 



JiDUIS STOKES 
'Chairman 
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AGENDA OF MEETING 

WITH 

ATTORNEY GENERAL GRIFFIN BELL 
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GENERAL MATTERS: 


% 
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Access to unclassified FBI material. 


2. Establish, procedures for and expedite security 

clearances. | 5 " ll.iv 

'i 'HT*' 

MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING., JR. 




Authorization for Michael Shaheen to meet with Committee 
!~' 2 X *£ Staff regarding Justice Department report on the 

A 0 '""’? " assassination of Dr. Kinq. 

®) -7/G2. 

/ — V 5 / A**' I 3 . 


D X 




x 




XX 



assassination of Dr. King. 

Appendix B - Interview Memoranda of Task Force Report 

on assassination. 

Copies of indices of FBI or Justice Department Task 

Force related to King assassination. 

Specific requests for information. 

From any source: 

a) Reports, memoranda, statements, etc. concerning 
Miami Police Intelligence and Willie Augustus 
Somersett; 

b) Prison records, arrest records, reports, memoranda, 
statements, etc. concerning John Larry Ray 

a/k/a Johnny Larry Ray 
doh 2/14/1931 

a) Prison records, arrest records, reports, memoranda, 
statements, etc. concerning Gerald Ray 
a/k/a Jerry W. Ray 
dob 7/16/1935 

Reports, memoranda, etc. on James Earl Ray concerning: 
Cl*} Automobile licensing, 

(2) Automobile insurance, 

(3) Driver's licensing, 

(4) Birmingham bank safety deposit box, 

(5) Louisiana Department of Motor Vehicles, 

( 6 ) Investigation of Canadian movements and 
whereabouts , 

(7) Investigation of Canadian passports. 
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Any lntormatio 
pertaining to: 


itron in r BI or Task Force 



Suggested Supplemental Agenda 


I. FBI and Justice Departments continuing investigations 
of Kennedy and King assassinations and relationship 
with Select Committee 

a. Problem of simultaneous investigation 

b. Coordination and cooperation 

1. Notification to Select Committee 

of -current FBI investigative steps 

2. Timing of notification 

IA. FBI Request for test bullets from Archives 


II. Liaison procedures with Justice Department 


III. Addition specific information of King case 

a. Reports, memoranda, etc., on James Earl Ray's 

trip from California to New Orleans and 
Justice Department analysis of Louis Lomax 
articles on trip. 

b. Reports, memoranda, etc., on Ray aliases: 

Paul Bridgman, George Ramon Sneyd, John Willard, 

James O'Connor, Eric S. Galt. 

c. Alabama Department of Motor Vehicle records - 

relative to Eric S. Galt. 

d. FBI Forensic Reports . ' 

e. Information on Cliff ton E. Baird, Louisville, Kentucky 

. IV. The Matter of Stanley Pottinger meeting with Committee staff. 
A ft ^ . 

T. All reports and memoranda relative to the FBI surveillance 

of Dr. King and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 



